
Greek Grammar 

 

Below you will find endings for the three declensions, excluding the vocative, which does not really 

count.  To keep things simple, we have left out the variations, such as alpha -pure endings in the first 

declension, and the many slight oddities in the third declension.  What you see here are the really 

crucial endings.  And remember that the definite article starts ὁ  ἡ  ηο in the singular and οἱ  αἱ  ηα in 

the plural but after that has regular first declension (feminine) and second declension (masculine and 

neuter) endings.  

 

 

   1
st

 decl 2
nd

 decl 3
rd

 decl 

singular nom  – η –ορ or –ον    

 acc  – ην – ον – α (unless neuter) 

 gen  – ηρ – ος – ορ 

 dat  – ῃ – ῳ – ι 

  

plural nom  – αι – οι or – α – ερ or – α 

 acc  – αρ – οςρ or – α – αρ or – α 

 gen  – ων – ων – ων 

 dat  – αιρ – οιρ – ζι(ν)   

 

 

The first and second declension endings are used for adjectives of the ζοθορ  ζοθη  ζοθον type.  

Admittedly there are some tricky adjective types, like ἀληθηρ, but a lot follow the ζοθορ pattern, and if 

you observe carefully which other words an adjective agrees with (noun and maybe article as well), then 

you should be able to deal with anything the examiners throw at you.  

 

Remember that comparatives and superlatives come in two varieties, as illustrated by: 

 

 ζοθορ ζοθω – ηεπορ ζοθω – ηαηορ 

 ἐσθπορ ἐσθι – ων ἐσθι – ζηορ 

 

 

The endings set out above are also the basis for participles.  The following tables give you the 

essential information:  



 

 

PRESENT / FUTURE/ STRONG AORIST    

 active middle or passive   

singular nom  – ων – οςζα – ον – μενορ – μενη – μενον

 acc   – ονηα – οςζαν – ον – μενον – μενην – μενον

 gen  – ονηορ – οςζηρ – ονηορ – μενος – μενηρ – μενος

 dat   – ονηι – οςζῃ – ονηι – μενῳ – μενῃ – μενῳ



plural nom  – ονηερ – οςζαι – ονηα – μενοι – μεναι – μενα

 acc  – ονηαρ – οςζαρ – ονηα – μενοςρ – μεναρ – μενα

 gen  – ονηων – οςζων – ονηων – μενων – μενων – μενων

 dat   – οςζι(ν)  – οςζαιρ – οςζι(ν) – μενοιρ – μεναιρ – μενοιρ

  

 

The trick is to look at the STEM.  So: διωκ – ωνis present active, διωξ – ωνis future active,   

διωσθηζο – μενορis future passive, and so on.  Remember that the weak aorist participle has an easily 

spotted – α –and that the aorist passive participle has an equally easily spotted – ενη –or – ειζ –.  So: 

 

 

 weak aorist active weak aorist middle  aorist passive  

nom  – αρ – αζα – αν – αμενορ – αμενη – αμενον – ειρ – ειζα – εν 

acc   – ανηα – αζαν – αν – αμενον – αμενην – αμενον – ενηα – ειζαν – εν 

                 

 

And remember that the participle of to be is simply the basic endings i.e. ὠν  οὐζα  ὀν and so on. 

 

To deal with verbs, once again you need to know a set of basic endings:  

 

ACTIVE 

 present/future  imperfect/strong aorist weak aorist 

I – ω – ον – α  

you (s.) – ειρ – ερ – αρ 

he or she or it – ει – ε(ν) – ε(ν) 

we – ομεν – ομεν – αμεν 

you (pl.) – εηε – εηε – αηε 

they – οςζι(ν) – ον – αν



 

MIDDLE    

 present/future  imperfect/strong aorist weak aorist 

I – ομαι – ομην – αμην 

you (s.) – ῃ or – ει – ος – ω 

he or she or it – εηαι – εηο – αηο 

we – ομεθα – ομεθα – αμεθα 

you (pl.) – εζθε – εζθε – αζθε 

they – ονηαι – ονηο – ανηο 

 

 

PASSIVE 

 present/future  imperfect aorist 

I – ομαι – ομην – ην 

you (s.) – ῃ or – ει – ος – ηρ 

he or she or it – εηαι – εηο – η 

we – ομεθα – ομεθα – ημεν 

you (pl.) – εζθε – εζθε – ηηε 

they – ονηαι – ονηο – ηζαν 

 

As with participles, the stem is the key to working out the tense of a verb.  So: ἐλαμβαν-εis imperfect 

active, ἐλαβ-ομεθαis aorist middle and ἐληθθ-ηζανis aorist passive.  

 

 

The infinitives look like this: 

 

 

 active middle passive 

present  – ειν – εζθαι – εζθαι

future     – ειν – εζθαι – εζθαι  

aorist  – αι(strong – ειν)    – αζθαι(strong – εζθαι)    – ηναι

 



And the imperatives look like this: 

 

 

 active middle passive 

present  – ε / – εηε – ος / – εζθε – ος / – εζθε

aorist  – ον / – αηε(strong – ε / – εηε)  – αι / – αζθε(strong – ος / – εζθε) – ηηι / – ηηε

 

 

 

 

As you know, Greek is blessed with a number of nasty verbs.  Don’t get too hung up on these.  But do 

make sure you know the following present tenses (and notice the accents on I shall go): 

 

 

 I am I shall go I say I give I place I know 

I εἰμι εἶμι θημι διδωμι ηιθημι οἶδα 

you (s.) εἶ εἶ  θῃρ διδωρ ηιθηρ  οἶζθα 

he or she or it ἐζηι(ν) εἶζι(ν) θηζι(ν) διδωζι(ν) ηιθηζι(ν)  οἶδε(ν) 

we ἐζμεν ἰμεν θαμεν διδομεν ηιθεμεν  ἰζμεν 

you (pl.) ἐζηε ἰηε  θαηε διδοηε ηιθεηε  ἰζηε 

they εἰζι(ν) ἰαζι(ν) θαζι(ν) διδοαζι(ν) ηιθεαζι(ν) ἰζαζι(ν)

 

 

 

Other important bits and pieces of these verbs that you need to know are:  

 

 

 I am I shall go I say I give I place I know 

past (3rd sing.) ἠν  ἐθη ἐδωκε(ν) ἐθηκε(ν) ᾐδει 

present infinitive  εἶναι ἰεναι θαναι διδοναι ηιθεναι  εἰδεναι 

aorist infinitive     δοςναι θειναι



 

Other nasties: 

 the aorist of γιγνωζκω is ἐγνων  ἐγνωρ  ἐγνω and so on. 

 the aorist of βαινω is ἐβην  ἐβηρ  ἐβη and so on. 

 



The subjunctive and optative are used in certain constructions.  As long as you recognise the verb, 

and can work out whether it is singular or plural, you should be OK.  As a rule, the tense of a 

subjunctive or optative does not affect the way you translate it — at least not in GCSE Greek! 


