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FOREWORD 
As the decade nears its end, it seems a good moment 
to take pause for thought and recap the Noughties, a 
decade whose years spawned such memorable events 
as the rise of Barack Obama and the creation of the 
Cheese Appreciation Society. Those events and many 
more are covered in this extensive pull-out-and-keep 
section, thanks to the contributions of several young 
journalists and the invaluable efforts of Jack Cohen, Joe 
Gamse, David Shaw and The Citizen‘s dedicated editor, 
Mr. Fillingham.

Ezra Cohen                                                                                 
Noughties Editor
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David Shaw’s Decade
          This decade  has been a tumultuous one, 
starting in January 2000 with the genesis of the 
single European currency, and ending with the world 
economy’s near collapse. The decade’s fiscal failures, 
though, pale in comparison with other events. From 
9/11 to 3/11 and our very own 7/7; through the Bush 
years, the Blair years, and the Big Brother years; the 
rise of X-Factor, Starbucks, iPod and Harry Potter; Avian 
Flu, Swine Flu, Man Flu; the Millennium Dome, the 
Scottish Parliament, and bendy buses, the Noughties 
have produced some great happenings - but all the 
while, this school has been producing something quite 
different.                                                                                         	
	 As world events spiralled, I have had the good 
fortune to spend the most part of this decade at City of 
London School. We are not, of course, isolated from the 
real world, being so irresistibly in the heart of one of 
the world’s great cities, but it is true to say that, here on 
the inside of these brilliantly burgundy bricks, I have 
borne witness to the continuing development  of a 
school community like no other. Writing for The Citizen 
is, naturally, an exercise in propagandising, but I can 
assure the reader that this particular piece is a faithful 
representation of my true feelings - for the character 
fostered by (and emphatically not foisted upon) this 
school community is something that we should each 
reflect on as this decade draws quietly to its close, and 

the 2010s commence.                                                           	
	 The unashamedly secular (distinguished from 
secularist) nature of the school is an asset which, for 
me, is representative of the healthy culture which lives 
and breathes here in EC4. The establishment itself 
imprints no philosophy, no opinion. Rather, as I have 
traversed the rungs from squeaky first-former at this 
decade’s dawn to irreverent sixth-former at its close, 
I have been able to cultivate my own world-view - to 
be my own person, free from an institutional party 
line. The headmaster stands from his pulpit and issues 
pronouncements on our greatness, South Africa, the 
economy, and south Africa again, but we all know, and 
(hope) he know, that Monday period one is time for 
deconstructing and dismissing his words, for we are 
here not to be fed opinion, but to produce it.                                                      	
	 At other schools - which do have their own merits 
- you enter as a squeaky first-former, but emerge a 
product of that institution, its logo stamped upon 
your forehead, its ethos parroted through your words 
and deeds; here, though, you emerge a sophisticated, 
opinionated, self confident Free Thinker. There is no 
such thing as a ‘CLS Boy’. Rather, existing enthrallingly 
embedded within the buzz of the City, yet at once 
distinct from it - in our own space, our own corner 
of this immense capital - I have spent this decade 
becoming myself, in the context of a veritable culture 
of mind-broadening broad-mindedness.

Having joined the school in 

2003 in the First Form (in Mr 

Farrelly’s legendary 1F, for those 

who are interested) and pro-

gressed through to the Senior 

Sixth, I’ve had a good insight 

into how City has changed 

since the turn of the century. 

I’d come from a Church of 

England primary school in West 

London with roughly one hun-

dred pupils to an intimidating 

red-brick colossus in the heart 

of the capital, and had con-

cerns about travel, the school’s 

size and more than anything, 

school lunches. I was happy to 

find that taking the tube every-

day was in fact a fairly mundane 

affair and school meals were 

prepared on-site, as opposed 

to the deliveries out of the 

back of a van I had grown ac-

customed to. As a loyal ‘school 

luncher’ in my seven years, I can 

confidently say that meals have 

improved greatly and are by no 

means as nauseating prospect 

as I had feared. Inevitably, I im-

agine finding your way around 

the school re-

mains as dif-

ficult for the 

first weeks af-

ter joining as 

it was for me, 

but gradually 

it becomes al-

most a second 

home, albeit 

not of the holi-

day variety.

Perhaps it’s the most positive 

things about City that have 

changed the least, which can 

only be a good thing. Extra-cur-

ricular activity has always been 

a forte, but as a member of the 

1st XI football team unfortu-

nately we still haven’t delivered 

a day off school for a cup final, 

as the Headmaster reminds 

us. I know Mr 

Santry’s do-

ing all he can 

to rectify this, 

starting with 

a hi-fi in the 

changing room. 

One thing that 

certainly hasn’t 

changed in 

my time is the 

charitable spirit of CLS boys 

(and their parents!) and staff, 

although with every year we 

seem to be raising ever more 

impressive sums for a variety 

of causes.

A number of my teachers in 

First Form are still here, and 

those who have left have been 

replaced by equally enthusi-

astic staff. By Sixth Form, you 

find that you’ll be acquainted 

with practically the whole staff 

room, for the right or wrong 

reasons. 

The school hasn’t under-

gone a revolution in 7 years, to 

the benefit of a school which 

already had an impressive 

reputation when I joined, but 

undoubtedly changes are be-

ing made for the better, even 

if the best will come after I’ve 

left. I’m sure the school will go 

from strength to strength in 

the next decade, and I can only 

hope with the onset of global 

warming that CLS isn’t in the 

Thames by that time!

 

our headboy on the noughties: 

              daniel grendowicz 

“Perhaps it’s 
the most 
positive 

things about 
City that have 
changed the 
least, which 

can only be a 
good thing.”
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As is not uncommon 

amongst the greatest 
of organisations in the 
Square Mile, (of which we 
are one, as the Headmas-
ter so often reiterates), 
the Senior Management 
here have devised a stra-
tegic plan, by no means 
prescriptive, outlining all 
major proposed devel-
opments over the next 5 
years, a plan that is there-
after annually reviewed 
and extended by another 
year, thus ensuring that we 
are always ahead of the 
game.

Though there has been 
some speculation about 
the International Bacca-
l a u r e a t e 
(IB) that 
has been 
a d o p t e d 
in some 
schools, it 
has been 
roundly re-
jected by 
City, given 
its highly 
p res cr ip -
tive nature. 
On similar 
te r r i to r y, 
the gov-
ernment-
b a c k e d 
D i p l o m a 
s c h e m e s 
and the 
Cambridge 
Pre-U ex-
ams are, 
h oweve r, 
being con-
sidered, though as yet 
with no plans for imple-
mentation.

In terms of building up-
grades, the 15 science labs 
will undergo refurbish-
ment over the next few 
years, some as early as this 
summer. With the Head’s 
recent interest in ‘manly 
team games’, on-site sports 
facilities will also undergo 
surgery, including possible 
plans to astro-turf the top 
playground (perhaps ex-
tending it in conjunction 
with the Corporation’s in-
tention of sealing off and 
grassing White Lion Hill) 
and improvements to the 
Squash courts. 

The school is also looking 
to develop its IT depart-
ment further, with plans 
to significantly reduce pa-
per usage, particularly in 
communications with par-
ents. Most notices will be 
sent by email or SMS, as 
well as “all sorts of other 
technology I don’t really 
understand”, as Mr Griffin 
pragmatically put it. 

As well as increasing effi-

ciency, this will also hope-
fully moderate our carbon 
footprint, an issue that 
the school is taking seri-
ously, with a “whole host” 
of plans to tighten energy 
controls, ranging from 
more efficient boilers to 
energy saving light-bulbs 
and improved                                 

water management.
Our thriving outreach 

programmes are also to 
be extended, building 
upon such successes as 
the recent joint CCF camps 
with St Thomas. Indeed, 
Mr Ratna, as our Second 
Master so affectionately 
calls him, is already help-
ing students at the various 

City Acad-
emies with 
regard to 
higher ed-
ucation. 

Our own 
C a r e e r s 
d e p a r t -
ment is 
also flour-
i s h i n g 
h a v i n g 
strength-
ened ties 
with Old 
Cit izens , 
and ap-
pointed a 
new co-or-
dinations 
manager, 
K a r e n 
Sage.

T h e 
school will 
also look 

to sustain and enhance 
the cosmopolitan nature 
that so brilliantly epitomis-
es the school, constantly 
on the prowl for potential 
sponsors to fund scholar-
ships and bursaries, fol-
lowing the lead set by 
HSBC.  

Succession planning is 
also a key component of 
the plan; the Headmaster’s 
10th anniversary is fast ap-
proaching, and realistically 
it won’t be too long before 
a new headmaster, or in-
deed headmistress, will 
grace these hallowed cor-
ridors. 

 	 In short, CLS will look 
to push its academic 
standards ever higher, im-
proving its reputation as 
one of the country’s top 
schools, whilst continuing 
to recruit boys from a va-
riety of backgrounds. With 
the silver anniversary of 
the new building looming, 
and hopes that, as with its 
unveiling, a royal may pre-
side over our celebrations, 
the future certainly does 
look bright for CLS.  

The Pupil’s Perspective
Toby Weiniger

As a young member of the school, I will be here until 2017; 
so as we approach the end of the decade and others are 
going back in time to fond – or not so fond – memories, I 
will take you forward to the end of the next decade.

 The obvious changes to CLS will be in the ICT depart-
ment. It will be more advanced, and certainly more spec-
tacular. Just think about it; touch screen computers, faster 
Wi-Fi and maybe even wireless keyboards and mice (big 
investment!). 

In the Science department there will also be enormous 
changes. The last decade saw major changes in Science, 
for example the invention of the Wii and other consoles 
brought to life a new entertainment-based subject. There 
have also been incredible advances in Astronomy, includ-
ing the recent discovery of a star hotter than the sun which 
itself will bring changes. Who knows? Maybe in ten years 
Science will teach more about Mars and other planets in 
our universe. CLS has long pioneered the way in teaching 
science and we can expect the science department to keep 
up with any such transformations.

Away from the lessons, the library and lunch hall might 
change in dramatic ways. The library might have a machine 
where you put your book in, select RETURN or BORROW 
and it scans, swipes and dates it for you! In the lunch hall, 
the lunch card system might completely change and there 
may well be a way to tackle the queues.

In conclusion, CLS is wonderful as it is and might not 
change much in the short time span of a decade. The few 
ideas that I have listed above show that some subtle things 
may change – but really we will all just have to wait and 
see.

“In short CLS 
will look to push 

its academic 
standards ever 

higher, improving 
its reputation as 

one of the country’s 
top schools, whilst 

continuing to 
recruit boys 

from a variety of 
backgrounds” 

the next ten years...

THE FUTURE’S BRIGHT 
Kavian Kulasabanathan
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Mr Fillingham, editor and rejuvenator of the School’s illustrious weekly newspaper is asked about the past, 
present and future of The Citizen.

The Citizen: So, Mr Fillingham, this is your third year in charge of                                                              
The Citizen and it is fair to say that there have been some changes. 
Are you pleased with the developments so far?
Mr Fillingham: This is the best weekly school paper in the country. 
I defy anyone to find a publication to rival us – the opposition do 
not even come close. The last two and a half years have seen a massive
 overhaul of The Citizen and it has been a delight to allow more
 boys to get involved in its production. The weekly editorial meeting,
 which attracts twenty to thirty budding journalists, is a highlight 
of my week. I like the enthusiasm of the pupils – they have plenty of
 ideas for improving the paper and it is good for them to know that 
they can make their voice heard. 

The Citizen: What do you know about the origins of The Citizen? Is it true that the first edition was pro-
duced by John Carpenter himself?
Mr Fillingham: Since this is a retrospective special edition I’ll give you the history lesson… In fact, it has 

only been going for six years. Prior to September 2004 we only had The School Diary. Some of the older 
boys still remember it and lots of the staff still call The Citizen “the diary”. Mr Osborne, in the bookshop, 
masterminded the design for The Citizen at its launch and he has been instrumental in the re-launch rede-
sign too – with a little help from the people at The Times. 

The Citizen: There has been a lot of talk about a relaunch at 
Citizen HQ. Do you really think that it is going to make any more boys read the paper?
Mr Fillingham: You do not go into teaching if you are a pessimistic person. I am no fortune teller, but 

I do see a bright future for The Citizen. Once the word gets out across London, I predict that we will rival 
the Evening Standard – I hear that their editor is watching the rise and rise of The Citizen with interest. 

The Citizen: Where do you see the paper in 10 years?
Mr Fillingham: No doubt, avatar readers and robotic writers are the future, in the meantime watch this 

space for all your favourite news and views.

The Citizen: OK, OK. We know that you are keen on school propaganda, but are there any interesting 
– and true – stories that you can tell us. Perhaps the most embarrassing moment on the paper or a joke?
Mr Fillingham: Yes, I like the front page to carry a good news story. The worst times are usually when I 

edit articles too quickly and completely change the intended meaning – like for example when I acciden-
tally made a Fourth Former appear to support the BNP. Anyone can make an honest mistake. I’ve found a 
newspaper joke for you, it’s a headline from an American local paper – it is fairly rubbish, but here we go: 
“Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half”, or what about “Teacher Strikes Idle Kids” or these ones which 
are not related to schools: “Prostitutes Appeal to Pope” and “Miners Refuse to Work After Death”.

the interview
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ten years of world news
With words by Jake Moss and Max Twivy

A £55,600 “Walk-
ing With Dino-
saurs” robot was 
stolen in Mexico 
from one of the 
tour shows.  The 
show spokesman 
exclaimed, “Only 
in Mexico!” 
which in my opin-
ion doesn’t really 
constitute an ex-
cuse…

An unidentified large 
bird got its talon stuck 
in the escalator at a 
Washington Metro sta-
tion.  The fire brigade 
were called, and they 
freed the bird.  Un-
surprisingly, the bird 
wasn’t very gracious in 
freedom, flying away, 
sitting down for a while, 
and then flying away 
again.

A woman in Florida 
demanded that a Mc-
Donald’s cashier be 
fired, before hanging 
upside down in a tree in 
the restaurant car-park, 
and lying on the hood 
of her car.

The European 
Commission 
abolished 
rules that only 
pretty fruit 
and veg could 
be sold.  Now 
we can eat 
“ugly” vegeta-
bles whenever 
we see fit.

A California 
group tried to 
get a sewage 
plant named 
after George 
Bush, cleverly 
commenting 
on the “mess” 
he left be-
hind… oh the 
crazy Califor-
nians.

Sony used a freshly 
decapitated goat to pro-
mote the release of their 
computer game, God of 
War II.  Guests at the 
release of the game were 
invited to eat as much of 
the offal (which wasn’t 
in fact fresh from the 
raw goat, but had been 
obtained “elsewhere”) 
as they could, in a truly 
bizarre competition.

In Wisconsin, 
USA, a woman’s 
cat set her house 
on fire by knock-
ing over a can-
dle.  Her dog 
brought her a 
phone to call for 
help, but unfor-
tunately, both 
animals perished 
in the fire.

Key Unusual News:

Researchers at the University of Alberta claimed that parents 
pay more attention to the safety of “pretty” children, seem-
ingly caring less for “ugly” ones.  The parents and the chil-
dren were tested in a supermarket, where it was found that 
the parents were more likely to let ugly children move more 
than ten feet away from them.  None of the fathers put trol-
ley seat-belts on the ugly kids, but 12.5% did on the pretty 
ones.  For good measure, the researchers claimed that ugly 
kids were more likely to become criminals. Instead of rating 
children on attractiveness and making outrageously broad, 
sweeping statements about the “unfortunately-faced”, maybe 
you so-called researchers should investigate the percentage 
of creepy people with too much time on their hands at the 
University of Alberta, as judging by this experiment, it seems 
pretty high.

Key News:

The attacks on the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon 
sent shockwaves around the world, and announced the 
start of the so-called ‘War on Terror.’ The attacks them-
selves killed around 3,000 people and directly affected 
many more. They also led to a chain of events that has 
affected millions living in Afghanistan, Iraq, Bali, Ma-
drid, London, Mumbai and others around the world. 
9/11 will be remembered by all those who were there, 
by all those who saw it around the world on the news, 
and has become one of the most widely documented 
events in history. In addition, the attacks directly led to 
both an economic collapse and a political storm, as lead-
ers around the U.S.A  saw approval figures move drasti-
cally in both directions. 

As of 2006, the ‘Nuclear Club’ 
has a new member. North Korea 
has become increasingly isolated 
throughout the decade, and the 
situation did not improve fol-
lowing their nuclear test. Rather, 
the dictatorially-administered 
state claims to have launched 
a satellite into space, and has 
dropped out of negotiations over 
their weapons on numerous oc-
casions.

The crashing stock-
markets and ensuing 
economic hardship 
announced the arrival 
of the ‘Great Reces-
sion’ in 2008, which 
followed uninterrupt-
ed economic growth 
through the Nough-
ties with the excep-
tion of a brief period 
following 9/11.

On Boxing Day of 
2004, an earthquake 
under the Indian 
Ocean and a resulting 
tsunami caused mass 
devastation and the 
loss of over 200,000 
lives accross Asia

Having terrorised 
Iraq for several years, 
2003 saw the over-
throw of Saddam 
Hussein followed by 
his infamous execu-
tion 3 years later for 
war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and 
genocide. 

The Middle East witnessed plen-
ty of conflict, beginning with 
an  uprising in Israel. The lat-
ter years saw wars in Gaza and 
Lebanon, as well as the ‘Cedar 
Revolution’ in Lebanon follow-
ing the assassination of former 
leader Rafik Hariri.
There was also a large amount 
of tension over the Iranian 
election, with the final results 
marred by accusations of elec-
toral fraud.
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Politics
Ezra Cohen 

The Doomsday Clock is a 
measurement invented by 
the Bulletin of the Atom-
ic Scientists which aims 
to calculate the threat of 
‘catastrophic destruction’ 
through the symbol of a 
clock, with midnight trans-
lating into worldwide dev-
astation. 

Having started the dec-
ade on 11:51, we end it at 
11:55. 

That is in no small part 
down to the events of Sep-
tember 11th 2001. Indeed, 
the attacks on the U.S.A 
were both unprecedented 
in size and nature, and des-
tined to shape almost every 
aspect of the Noughties. 
The immediate response 
of the Western World was 
the War in Afghanistan, 
but this was later followed 
by an invasion of Iraq and 
eventually an increase of 
troops in both countries 
and the expansion of the 
‘War on Terror’ into such lo-
cations as Somalia and Pa-
kistan, which have grown 
increasingly volatile over 
the course of the decade. 

Attacks, however, con-

tinued, and momentous 
events were not confined 
to the U.S.A. 2008 saw at-
tacks across Mumbai, but 
Madrid, Bali and of course 
London had all suffered 
horrifically in the mean-
time. Nor did the political 
scene escape turmoil.

The Labour Party repeat-
ed their 1997 election land-
slide in 2001, and Mr. Blair 
f o l l o w e d 
this up with 
a narrower 
win in 2005. 
In 2007, he 
handed the 
keys of No. 
10 to Gor-
don Brown 
who may 
well have 
won the snap election that 
never was. His failure to call 
one, and the many mis-
takes that have followed, 
seem likely to herald an-
other regime change on 
these shores in 2010.

The Noughties also wit-
nessed more democrati-
cally dubious leadership 
changes elsewhere. In Rus-
sia, Vladimir Putin took on 
the top job, before eventu-
ally handing it over, at least 
in title, to Dmitri Medvedev. 
Nevertheless, all of this was 

politics & Economics

outdone by the phenom-
enon of Barack Obama. The 
junior senator from Illinois 
was himself originally over-
shadowed by Senator Hil-
lary Clinton, but clinched 
the Iowa caucus on a mes-
sage of hope and change 
and went on from there to 
easily defeat John McCain 
and Alaskan bear-shooting 
hockey-mum, Sarah Palin. 

H a v i n g 
formed an ad-
ministration 
that included 
Republican ri-
vals and Mrs. 
Clinton, the 
new Presi-
dent found 
himself with 
a portfolio 

formed principally from 
events that occurred un-
der his predecessor. Guan-
tanamo Bay was the issue 
President Obama chose 
to deal with first, before 
later criticising the nuclear-
armed North Korea. Many 
believe that Iran is attempt-
ing to join the elite club, but 
Obama chose to stretch out 
his hand to President Ah-
madinejad. Then came the 
Iranian election.

As in Zimbabwe earlier in 

the decade, and Afghani-
stan shortly afterwards, 
the ruling power claimed 
re-election in Iran despite 
widespread claims of elec-
toral fraud. This, however, 
was not the only conflict in 
the Middle East – having 
begun the decade with 
the collapse of the Camp 
David peace talks and the 
resulting intifada against 
Israel, 2006 saw a second 
Lebanon war, and 2008 a 
war in Gaza. The Cauca-
sus also witnessed familiar 
scenes of violence, as Rus-
sia re-stamped its military 
authority in South Osse-
tia, in response to the ex-
tension of NATO and the 
development of a missile 
shield in Eastern Europe, a 
project which was eventu-
ally abandoned by Presi-
dent Obama.

The manner in which the 
relationship between the 
U.S.A and Russia develops, 
as well as ongoing events 
in the Middle East and Asia, 
will certainly shape much 
of the world over the next 
decade, as they have over 
the last.

And they may tell the time 
on the Doomsday Clock. 

“Owners of U.S. 
stocks suffered 
about $8tn in 

losses” 

“Having started 
the decade on 

11:51, we end it 
at 11:55” 

economics 
Jack Cohen

A new decade commences 
and the world breathes a sigh of 
relief. Fear that international soft-
ware will struggle to comprehend 
the year 2000 as two digits and 
consequently plunge the globe 
into digital, and by extension 
economic, meltdown, proves to 
be unfounded. The dreaded “Mil-
lennium Bug”, fails to produce 
more than minor glitches in Aus-
tralia, France and the USA. As a 
result a whirlwind of controversy 
over the justification of spend-
ing $300billion on rectifying the 
nonissue begins, stimulated by 
the equal hardship of nations that 
spent and those that didn’t. 

Unfortunately the respite was 
short-lived, and it took just one 
fateful day to stun the masses out 
of their false sense of security. By 
hijacking four planes, Al-Qaeda 
successfully demonstrated that 
terrorism can penetrate into 
every aspect of modern life. The 
initial shock and feeling of vulner-
ability caused by the 9/11 attacks 
led to immediate sharp drops in 
the stocks markets, unsurpris-
ingly the NYSE, LSE, NASDAQ and 
many more all cancelled trading. 
In the aftermath New York City 
lost approximately 430,000 job 
months and $2.8billion in wages, 
the damage itself led to around 
$40billion being claimed in in-
surance. In order to prevent the 
total collapse of Wall Street, Alan 
Greenspan (then chairman of the 
US Federal Reserve) cut interest 
rates drastically.

Stability soon returned and 

with it came enormous depos-
its from the fast growing econ-
omies of China, Russia, and the 
Middle East. The recent techno-
logical revamp of the banking 
and financial systems combined 
with record-breaking low inter-
est rates to create a forum for the 
subsequent mad lending spree 
which saw the financial provid-
ers handing out the new foreign 
investments based on the no-
tion that the poorer people are, 
the higher the rate of interest it 
is possible to charge, for mort-
gages. Mortgage qualifications 
became increasingly loose and 
presently NINA loans (“No In-
come No Assets”) are born. 

In a sophis-
ticated piece of 
financial engi-
neering, these 
s u b - p r i m e 
m o r t g a g e s 
were bound 
into packages 
and classified 
by credit rat-
ing agencies as 
investment grade ‘AAA’. It was 
then that the traditional lending 
model of the borrower retaining 
the credit risk was swapped for 
one where the risk is distributed 
to investors through products 
concealing the risk of mortgage 
default. These dubious vehicles 
spread through the internation-
al system like a virus and fuelled 
both housing and credit bubbles 
which peaked around 2005. 

The precarious situation soon 
spiralled out of control and by 
2008 American homeowners, 
consumers, and corporations 

owed an unprecedented $25tril-
lion in debt. Through over- build-
ing during the boom period, risky 
mortgage vehicles, high personal 
and corporate debt levels, and 
the lack of government regu-
lation, the unstable economic 
foundations were hacked away 
culminating in the diminishing 
confidence preceding the late 
2000s recession. Subsequent 
worldwide short selling by hedge 
fund managers in 2007 was mere-
ly a symptom of the lack of trust 
in market performance.

The situation was compound-
ed by dramatic oil and food price 
rises, and by December 2007 the 
inevitable recession was well 

underway. One 
by one Lehman 
Brothers, Bear 
Stearns and 
Merrill Lynch, 
Goldman Sachs 
and Morgan 
Stanley, Fanny 
Mae and Fred-
die Mac fell and 
closer to home 

Northern Rock was nationalised, 
Lloyds Bank took over HBOS 
and became supported by bil-
lions of government pounds in 
liquidity as did RBS. Sadly smaller 
stores fell throughout Britain too, 
most notably Woolworths which 
closed its doors for the last time 
in December 2008.

Although the full extent of the 
injuries is still a matter of conjec-
ture, it appears that between Jan-
uary 1st and October 11th 2008 
owners of US stocks suffered 
about $8trillion in losses as their 
holdings declined in value from 

$20 trillion and loss from toxic as-
sets is around £2.5trillion. Losses 
in other countries have averaged 
about 40% and world trade has 
plummeted by 18%. Respond-
ing to the Sub-prime Crisis gov-
ernments and banks have cut 
interest rates and implemented 
“economic stimulus packages” 
or “quantitative easing”. In total 
over £1 trillion of British taxpay-
ers-money has been spent on the 
crisis.

Currently banks have all but 
stopped lending for fear of going 
bust, and most now have much 
reduced liquidity because their 
access to funding has become 
limited and more expensive 
due to the dependence of many 
banks on wholesale markets who 
wanted their money back due to 
falling house prices. Despite this, 
there are definitely signs of im-
provement as UK housing mar-
kets are stabilising and exports 
are benefiting from the weaker 
pound sterling. 

The future promises serious 
growth from India and China. In 
fact, the latter’s economy is pre-
dicted to grow at 7.5% and 8.5% 
in 2009 and 2010 respectively 
compared with negative num-
bers from the US these levels of 
growth are being achieved at a 
time when China’s economy is 
still a long way from being ma-
ture. The power of the world’s 
largest population to work, to 
produce, to export and crucially, 
to consume is being harnessed. 
China has come a long way over 
the past decade, but there is a 
good chance that there is still a 
very long way to go.
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every living human down to a 
single male ancestor, an ambi-
tious objective, but symbolic of 
science’s striving for the seem-
ingly impossible.

In 2005 the discovery of 
Eris, a Kuiper Belt (comprised 
of asteroids just outside the 
Solar System) object larger 
than Pluto, was announced. In 
August 2006 Pluto was demot-
ed to a “dwarf planet” after 
being considered a planet for 
76 years. Other “dwarf planets” 
in our solar system now include 
Ceres and Eris. 

Space tourism and private 
spaceflight began with Ameri-
can Dennis Tito, paying Russia 
$20 million USD for a week long 
stay to the International Space 

Station in 2001. On average, 
one person went into space as 
a space tourist every year in the 
2000s. The Voyager I spacecraft 
entered the heliosheath, mark-
ing its departure from our solar 
system. 

Meanwhile having analysed 
the data from the LCROSS lunar 
impact, NASA announced that 
it had found a “significant” 
quantity of water in the Moon’s 
Cabeus crater, in 2009. Could 
this mean that we are not alone 
in the galaxy? Only time will 
tell…

CERN’s Large Hadron Col-
lider made news as the largest 
particle accelerator ever built; 
unfortunately the project was 
marred by delays and tests are 
still ongoing into the 2010s. It 
remains to be seen what the 
physicists there discover about 

science
David Saunders & Joe Gamse 

A The last decade has seen 
incredible breakthroughs in 
scientific research and under-
standing of the world, from 
exploring other planets to 
the mapping of the human 
genome. This is hardly a defini-
tive account, but here are some 
notable highlights from the 
last ten years of the continuing 
struggle to understand our sur-
roundings:

Astrophysicists studying the 
universe confirmed its age at 
13.7 billion years; they have 
determined that it will most 
likely expand forever without 
limit; and they conclude that 
only 4% of the universe’s con-
tents are ordinary matter (the 
other 96% being still-mysteri-
ous dark matter, dark energy, 
and dark flow). Astronomers 
also identify the average colour 
of the universe as pale beige, 
which they term “cosmic latte” 
(perhaps a new Frappuccino for 
Starbucks…).

The Mars Exploration Rover 
(MER) mission successfully 
reached the surface of Mars 
in 2004, and sent detailed 
data and images of the land-
scape there back to Earth. 
While NASA’s original mission 
timeline of three months was 
strikingly underestimated, the 
mission was tremendously suc-
cessful in the long term, as the 
MER mission continues to this 
day, lasting more than twenty 
times the projected length, 
which has allowed scientist’s 
to collate more information 
about the Red Dwarf than ever 
before.

The Human Genome Project 
was completed in 2000 and we 
now have an excellent idea of 
the composition of the human 
genome. The National Geo-
graphic Society and IBM funded 
the Genographic Project, which 
aims to trace the ancestry of 

the nature of matter, and the 
origins of the universe.

Technology has also come on 
leaps and bounds in the last ten 
years; in 2000, no one had ever 
heard of an iPod, and you had to 
phone the telephone exchange 
to be connected to the Inter-
net; now some of our phones 
can access the internet from 
anywhere much faster than we 
ever imagined a decade ago. 
Suddenly, instead of having 
to queue up at HMV, people 
started to download music, at a 
cheaper cost and greater speed, 
which has revolutionised the 
marketing and thought of the 
record industry. Digital cam-
eras, flat-screen monitors, and 
Global Positioning replaced 
film, cathode-ray tubes and 
maps in our everyday lives. 
Entertainment has advanced 
tremendously; instead of set-
ting the video, we now set 
Sky+ to record our favourite 
programmes; 3-D films have 
appeared on the market, alter-
ing our conceptions of cinema; 
we now decide between HDTV 
and ‘Full’ HD for our viewing 
pleasure.

Of course, the most signifi-
cant technological advance 
was the exponential growth of 
Internet use, which has allowed 
us to work, shop and contact 
friends through programmes 
such as Skype form the com-
fort of our own computer 
chairs. The Internet has made 
instant transmission of informa-
tion and ideas natural to us, so 
much so that when we come 
across something unfamiliar, 
our first instinct is to consult 
Google, not the encyclopaedia.

Only time can tell what these 
improvements mean for soci-
ety as we know it. What is for 
sure, though, is that if this rate 
of progress continues, the next 
decade will at the very least 
prove fascinating.

culture
Alex Foley

The From S Club to N-Dubz, 
10 Things I Hate About You to 
Twilight and the 2210 to the 
iPhone; you know you’re a 
Noughties’ child when you do 
more socialising on the com-
puter than face-to-face and 
you constantly have in an ear-
phone.

The first decade of the 21st 
century saw the rise and fall of 
the Pound, Pokémon and Rus-
sell Brand; but it is the change 
in culture that has had the big-
gest effect on us Noughties. 
The power of ‘now’ in the 00s 
has led to life being forever 
at the finger tips of the elec-
tronically ‘in’. iPods and iTunes 
have revolutionised the music 
industry and have allowed lis-
teners to be more embracing 

with their tastes in music, as 
they no longer have to drag 
behind them bags filled with 
cassettes and CDs.

Following the anticlimactic 
millennium bug, the internet 
has boomed with well over 
three quarters of the UK re-
garding themselves as ‘web-
dependent’. Recently there has 
been a rise in mobile internet 
access; taking us one step clos-
er to being permanently ‘con-

nected’. Users regularly tweet, 
poke, browse, google, ping, lol, 
post, tag and comment in or-
der to keep the internet family 
alive.

The 20th Century saw the 
world get smaller, through 
transport; the 21st Century is 
making it smaller through me-
dia. Friends, relatives, articles, 
celebrities, news, tv and poli-
tics are accessible every-and-
any-where.

Several websites have 
changed the world forever; 
facebook allows you to never 
lose contact; twitter updates 
helped with the aftermath of 
the 2008 Mumbai Attacks; and 
Wikipedia has risen to the sta-
tus of being the law on what is 
fact. The Noughties have been 
an exciting start to what could 
become a very historic century.

Science & Culture

“Our first instinct 
is to consult 

Google, not the 
encyclopaedia” 

“It is the change 
in culture that 

has had the 
biggest effect on us 

Noughties” 
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Louis Ross                                               
What to expect…

2010: 
After a humiliating end to 2009, Tiger Woods will 

score far less birdies on the course then he did off, 
before retiring from professional golf. However, 
he will go on to win 6 successive miniature golf 
tournaments along the Brighton Coast.

Having destroyed Algeria, Slovenia and the USA 
in their group, England will go on to reach the 
World Cup Final against France and lose 1-0, af-
ter Thierry Henry stuffs the ball under his shirt 
and runs the length of the field (at least he didn’t 
handball it).

2012: 
With the London stadia still awaiting comple-

tion the Olympics hastily changed location and 
became Llandudno 2012! The small Welsh sea-
side resort catered for millions of tourists, and 
reportedly prepared over a million portions of 
fish and chips, and an astonishing seven billion 
Ninety-nines with a flake. Team GB failed to win 
any medals, however consolation chocolate gold 
medals were provided.

2015: 
Through popular demand Nintendo Wii Sports 

has been accepted as a recognised sporting activ-
ity, much to the excitement of Andy Murray, who 
hopes to attain a Wimbledon title (virtual or not) 
before the turn of the decade.

2020: 
With goal-line technology still not introduced, 

and the Respect The Ref campaign not working, 
no-one in the world wants to referee football! Sub-
sequent back-to-back victories by Bognor Regis 
T o w n in the Premier League and Champions 

League follow, before the collapse of 
t h e FA, then UEFA, FIFA and 

eventually the world.

 As the world of sport progresses, we 
have come to expect the steady im-
provement of performance and enter-
tainment. Judging by these parameters, 
the past decade has been a vintage 
year for the sport lover.  Records have 
not only been broken, but resoundingly 
smashed; sporting giants have fallen 
from their towering pedestals; sport has 
developed as another form of enter-
tainment, and the consequent massive 
commercialisation that has ensued is 
permanently changing the sporting 
landscape and redefining our concep-
tions of it. Nowhere has this been more 
obvious than in the world of football, 
nor is there a better case in point than 
Chelsea. 

Before Roman Abramovich appeared 
with his Russian oil billions, Chelsea 
were an unremarkable, if perfectly re-
spectable Premier League club; how-
ever, their immediate splurging on 
world-class players such as Arjen Rob-
ben and Michael Ballack, and trans-
formed themselves into a title-winning 
team. Stamford Bridge now seems syn-
onymous with wealth and success, but 
the illusion has been built up by one 
oligarch playboy who wanted another 
project. This flippancy, exemplified by 
Abramovich’s casual sacking of manag-
ers , seems to be tied up with the posse 
of super rich backers behind sporting 
teams, which may explain why Arse-
nal fans are so reluctant to embrace 
the affections of Stan Kroenke and Al-
isher Usmanov. It seems as though the 
same thing could be happening with 
Manchester City as their Middle East-
ern backers seem even more free with 
their money, although only time will tell 
whether they can match Chelsea’s rise 
to league champions. 

Throughout the decade, only Arsenal, 
Manchester United and Chelsea have 

won the league, and this dominance 
does not yet seem under threat. Howev-
er, one of the most memorable matches 
in football history involved Liverpool; 
their incredible comeback against AC 
Milan in the Champions League final 
of 2005 will go down in sporting leg-
end. In terms of international compe-
tition, Greece were the most unlikely 
winners, triumphing in Euro 2004, and 
joining France, Brazil, Italy and Spain 
(who seem to have passed their ‘un-
derachievers’ label to England) as com-
petition victors. England made quarter-
finals, but no further, and failed to even 
qualify for Euro 2008.

If football has had the largest influx 
of money, then cricket experienced the 
most dramatic change, as evidenced by 
the Indian Premier League., the most 
popular cricketing competition on the 
planet that mixes glitz, great players, 
and massive wage bills. Twenty20 has 
now become the most popular format 
of the game, as Allen Stanford proved 
when he landed a helicopter outside 
Lord’s with a $20 million reward for 
winning one game. It should be not-
ed, though, that the Twenty20 revolu-
tion began in England, and it spread 
throughout the world like wildfire, re-
igniting interest in a game that had lost 
appeal for many. Twenty20 was possi-
bly the saviour of a sport that seemed 
doomed to domestic oblivion, and its 
proliferation at the expense of the 50-
over format can only be a good thing., 
as the one-day game has struck a dead-
ly balance between the tedium of Tests 
and the fickleness of Twenty20 . 

The other factor in the explosion of 
cricket here was the incredible 2005 
Ashes series, when Andrew Flintoff was 
truly crowned the nation’s hero. An epic 
tussle with the old enemy finally saw 
off the Aussies after 18 long years, and 

Joe Gamse 

The decade’s sport
England  regained the urn at last; hap-
pily, they repeated the trick this year.

After years of waiting, England finally 
won an international trophy, lifting the 
Webb Ellis Rugby Union World Cup in 
Australia in 2003, courtesy of a magical 
moment from Jonny Wilkinson which 
live on in the nation’s consciousness 
for years to come. The delay in a Briton 
winning a tennis grand slam goes on, 
however; the burden of the hopes of a 
nation has been passed from Tim Hen-
man to Andy Murray, but as of yet he 
has failed to deliver. Tennis this decade 
will be remembered for two periods; 
that of Roger Federer’s complete domi-
nance, and the subsequent enthralling 
tussles with Rafael Nadal that will hope-
fully carry on for years to come.

There is so much more to say about 

sport this decade, but the achieve-
ments of one man must be mentioned. 
Michael Phelps established his excel-
lence in swimming, Britain found two 
Formula One champions, and in three 
Olympics team GB acquitted them-
selves excellently, yet the marvel that 
is Usain Bolt eclipses them all. He has 
broken the 100m and 200m records on 
multiple occasions, and his nonchalant 
destruction of the field of competitors 
defies belief. If there is one defining im-
age of sport this decade, it is of Bolt 
crossing the finish line in Beijing with 
his knees up, beating his heart. We can 
only hope that he, and the rest of the 
sporting world, will only continue to 
raise the bar in the next ten years.

One of the most noticeable aspects of the past decade has been the rise of the 
East, so it is fitting that The Citizen’s chosen sport is extremely popular in that re-
gion. Indeed, it is the national sport of Afghanistan, a country which itself has been 
a focal point of some of the most important events of the decade – amongst them, 
the reintroduction of Buzkashi, a sport played for centuries by Afghans before the 
sport’s abandonment as an ‘immoral practice’ under Taliban rule and subsequent 
reintroduction as the national sport in 2001.

The Western sport Buzkashi is perhaps most similar to is rugby – both involve 
aiming to cross a line whilst carrying an object. The only minor differences are 
that the ‘object’ in Buzkashi is the water-soaked, sand-filled head of a carcass, 
and whichever rider is lucky enough to possess the head must also contend with 
hundreds of others on horseback desperate to wrestle the prized object from him 
by any means necessary, including a specialised whip. 

But this is not the end. In the spirit of the Chinese superiority demonstrated so 
excellently at the Beiijing Olympics, the game has been taken one step further to 
Yak Buzkashi, where riders use the horned animal (see picture, top) as their method 
of transport. The sport has already graced our screens, albeit for just a few seconds 
in Rambo and Dodgeball, but hope for an opportunity to watch it at the Olympics 
appear optimistic – even when it was suggested that the carcass be replaced by 
a dummy replica, an Olympics spokesman remained unconvinced, claiming that 
he wasn’t sure it was a ‘universal sport’. Just you wait.

Unusual sport of the decade

sport


