
Greek Grammar 

 

Below you will find endings for the three declensions, excluding the vocative, which does not really 

count.  To keep things simple, we have left out the variations, such as alpha-pure endings in the first 

declension, and the many slight oddities in the third declension.  What you see here are the really 

crucial endings.  And remember that the definite article starts in the singular and  in 

the plural (no breathings on Word Symbol — sorry!) but after that has regular first declension (feminine) 

and second declension (masculine and neuter) endings.  Notice, incidentally, that we have had to type 

iota subscript as a separate letter in and .

 

 

   1st decl 2nd decl 3rd decl 

singular nom   or     

 acc      (unless neuter) 

 gen     

 dat     

  

plural nom    or   or  

 acc    or   or  

 gen     

 dat      

 

 

The first and second declension endings are used for adjectives of the type.  

Admittedly there are some tricky adjective types, like , but a lot follow the pattern, and if 

you observe carefully which other words an adjective agrees with (noun and maybe article as well), then 

you should be able to deal with anything the examiners throw at you.  

 

Remember that comparatives and superlatives come in two varieties, as illustrated by: 

 

    

    

 

 

The endings set out above are also the basis for participles.  The following tables give you the 

essential information: 



 

 

PRESENT / FUTURE/ STRONG AORIST   

 active middle or passive  

singular nom       

 acc        

 gen       

 dat        



plural nom       

 acc       

 gen       

 dat        

  

 

The trick is to look at the STEM.  So: is present active, is future active,  

is future passive, and so on.  Remember that the weak aorist participle has an easily 

spotted and that the aorist passive participle has an equally easily spotted or .  So: 

 

 

 weak aorist active weak aorist middle  aorist passive  

nom          

acc          

                 

 

And remember that the participle of to be is simply the basic endings i.e. and so on. 

 

To deal with verbs, once again you need to know a set of basic endings: 

 

 

ACTIVE 

 present/future imperfect/strong aorist weak aorist 

I    

you (s.)    

he or she or it    

we    

you (pl.)    

they   



 

MIDDLE 

 present/future imperfect/strong aorist weak aorist 

I    

you (s.) or    

he or she or it    

we    

you (pl.)    

they   

 

 

 

PASSIVE 

 present/future imperfect aorist 

I    

you (s.) or    

he or she or it    

we    

you (pl.)    

they   

 

 

As with participles, the stem is the key to working out the tense of a verb.  So: is imperfect 

active, is aorist middle and is aorist passive. 

 

 

The infinitives look like this: 

 

 

 active middle passive 

present    

future         

aorist  (strong )    (strong )    

 



And the imperatives look like this: 

 

 

 active middle passive 

present    

aorist  (strong )    (strong )    

 

 

 

 

As you know, Greek is blessed with a number of nasty verbs.  Don’t get too hung up on these.  But do 

make sure you know the following present tenses: 

 

 

 I am I shall go I say I give I place I know 

I       

you (s.)         

he or she or it        

we        

you (pl.)        

they      

 

 

 

Other important bits and pieces of these verbs that you need to know are: 

 

 

 I am I shall go I say I give I place I know 

past (3rd sing.)       

present infinitive        

aorist infinitive     



 

Other nasties: 

 the aorist of  is and so on. 

 the aorist of  is and so on. 

 



The subjunctive and optative are used in certain constructions.  As long as you recognise the verb, 

and can work out whether it is singular or plural, you should be OK.  As a rule, the tense of a 

subjunctive or optative does not affect the way you translate it — at least not in GCSE Greek! 


